


CONTENTS. 

i} Salvation by grace 

Ox the formation of Character 
\4 i ‘hegexcellency of Scripture 
\ZpsNdvice to Students 
Wy. 4 idences of Conversion—No. I 
Hi he nerat? { $j . 
Tie e) servation of Signs 
MB! he who do good, lamented 
Fisk of the Indian Seas 
The t<dom of God in the human frame 35 

.F Neroscope 

fies, A hint'o youth 

Hi Anecdote: 





-Overcome evil with good 
ven, | Olitucry—Nagcy F. Augur 


ee Paty ° 4 i 
‘yi Poetry—Retrespecsir 2 Thoughts 
Ht, Phe last day | 


ag Phe husbandman’s prayer 
eyes! 
pal, 


NEW-HAVEN; 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY NATHAN WHITING, 


PAD ps BAS (2 A > 
x2 wwe *S vyv¥e 





THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 
NEW SERIES. 

THE friends of the Guardian, and the Christian public in { 
are informed that the Monitor, a monthly Magazine published i Dew 
ton, by the Rev. H Wilbur, for the benefit of youth, is hereatier to be 
incorporated with the Guardian, and publirhed at this Office, under the 
title of “« THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 

A union of these two publications, has been mutually agreed upon, 
fom a conviction that the interests of both will be increased, and the 
improvement of the rising generation ser proaenee. m | 

The objects of the Guardian and Monitor being nearly (he same v e 
shall bythi arrangement be enabled (o retain the excellencies ot both, 
We shall have a greater variety of matter {o fill our pages, ana we snait 
add to the editurial labors of fe Rev. Mr Coleman, the assistance of 
the Rev. Mr. Wilbur, who J#5 had much experience in the instruction 
of youth. : mm ) 

When the Guardian “28 commenced six years ago, there was no 
periodical work pul ay mn oe priors by ~ fg span st 
ment of youth ; od but ew boo s designed for t 1€ ruse which were 

; “aswer this most desirable object. The flood of juve- 
calculated to “ae sy . igs 
nile booke "ere generally calculated, only to amuse and please the 
fancies” children ; and very few, to improve the taste, or affect the 
ina ~But it is now very different. And as the American and New- 

‘K Tract Societies are both very laudably engaged in furnishinz 
sabbath Schools, and children generally, with an extensive asso‘t- 

ment of books, designed to promote their spiritual interests, tbere s 
less need than heretofore, of a periodical work, exclusively adapted to 
their capacities. This united work, therefore, while it will coniain 
some pieces suited to a younger class of readers, will be more partici- 
larly designed for those of suitable age to be united in Biblical classes ; 
and for all who are emulous of intellectual and moral improvement. 
CONDITIONS. ” 

The Guarpran and Monitor will be handsomely printed on good 
paper, with an engraving in each Number. 

The price to subscribers is one dollar to be paid in advance, or one 
dotlar twenty five cents if not paid by the Ist of March. These cor di- 
tions will not be varied from, as nothing but prompt payment will suo- 
port the work at this low price. 

Those who are accountable for any number of copies not less than 
6, nor over 20, will be entitled fo every 7th copy gratis: if over 20 and 
less tban 50, an allowance of 20 per cent. If over 50 copies an allow- 
ance of 30 per cent. 

Bundles will be forwarded to the following agents at the expense of 
the publisher; where they can be called for or forwarded at the ex- 
pense and risk of subscribers, viz. Richardson & Lord, Boston; Pe- 
ter B. Gleason & Co. Hartford; Dea S. Eells, Middletown; Samuel 
Whiting, No. 82 Maiden Lane, New-York. 

No subseription will be taken for less thana year, commencing with 
the January number, and all arrearages must be paid before it can be 
stopped. Those who do not give notice te discontinue before the 
close of any one volume, will be considered as pledged to take the 
succeedint® volume. 

rhe Guardian and Monitor will be printed the first week in every 
month, and forwarded by mail or otherwise, according to the direc- 
tion of subscribers ; and at their risk and expense ip all cases, ex- 
cepting those stated above. P 

All payments must be maae to the subserit ran 
letters, (C7 post paid) addressed to Nathar ~ 
tended to 
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FOR THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR 


SALVATION BY GRACE. 


Tats Emblem is designed to shew the method of the 
sinner’s salvation by Jesus Christ. The person on the bank 
represents the Lord of Life and Glory, who came to seek and 
to save those that are lost. The man in the water repre- 
sents the awakened sinner, who sees his lost and ruined 
state: he finds that the current is rapidly drawing him into the 
culf below, into which if he falls he rises no more. He at- 


tempts to save himself in his little boat, which shows his self- 
righteousness. He now finds that this must fail him, for the 
wind and the current are too strong, his boat is overset, and 
he must perish unless immediate assistance is given. In 
this situation the person on the bank throws him the rope, 
and encourages him to lay hold of it and he will save him 
from destruction. 

This is a lively representation of that faith by which we 
must be united to Christ. ‘The rope proceeds from the per- 
son on the bank, and the drowning man must use exertion, 
he must lay hold of it himself or be lost. So Faith is the 
sift of God, yet the sinner must act, he must lay hold of it, 
he must exercise Faith himself, or he wiil never be saved. 
Although there is no merit in the man, nor in the rope, nor 
in his holding it, yet still the man must use the means which 
are given him,if he means to escape from death. He will 
not boast of saving himself because he used those means ; 
he knows that his deliverance is owing to the person on the 
bank. So likewise the sinner will disclaim all merit of his 
own, and ascribe the whole glory of his salvation to Christ 
alone. 
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This Emblem shows us the folly of those who will not 
use the means which God has appointed for their salvation. 
While the tempest lowers the winds rise, and the current of 
time is rapidly hastening them into the gulf of eternity, they 
are warned of their danger. They may fold up their hands 
and say we can do nothing; we must wait for the power of 
God to bring us to himself ; if we are to be saved, we shall 
be, whether we use the means or not. But they will find 
such excuses will avail nothing: God hath provided the 
means of salvation, if we will not use them the fault will be 
all our own; we shall receive our just condemnation, and 
be forever lost, just as surely as the man would be drowned 
if he did not lay hold of the rope. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 


ON THE FORMATON OF CHARACTER. 


It has been remarked by profound and discriminating 
observers of human nature, that the surest criterion of cha~ 
racter is found in the general strain of conduct manifested ia 
those thousand petty events and trials, which daily meet us 
in the journey of life. But for evidence of this truth we need 
not enquire of the sages of the world, nor search the recerds 
of history, since we all form our opinions of an acquaintance 
by gradually collecting observations on his temper and hab- 
its in the trivial affairs of life. 

I have seen one entering into company with a counte- 
nance lighted up with smiles and politeness, but in the fami- 
ly circle his disposition was unamiable, and he lacerated the 
bosom of affection by a thousand nameless acts of unkind- 
ness. I have known the Christian who would shudder at 
gross sin, who at seasons of excitement may be aroused to 
zeal and liberality, yet in the common walks of life, he was 
no less than others impatient and peevish under little cross- 
es, equally addicted to petty slander, equally prone to little 
neglects of duty. Now, in all these cases, we pronounce 
judgment according to the habitual practice, not the accit 
dental deviation. ; 
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These apparently singular phenomena admit of an easy 
explanation on the known laws of the human constitution. 
For extraordinary occasions which call forth high moral 
principle, or some noble quality, are easily foreseen, and 
allow full leisure for magnanimous preparation, for sammon- 
ing up all the energy of character, and all the motives of 
religion. But the little duties-and sins of life are too trivial 
to attract his notice, and too insignificant to demand prepa- 
ration if they were observed. ‘To quell some wrong eio- 
tion of temper, or to render some little act of kindness, does 
not, he thinks, demand the irksome effort of self-government, 
or the solemnity of a secret aspiration to heaven for a 
Christian spirit. On such occasions then the panoply of 
concealment is thrown aside, and the habitual state of feel- 
ing undisguisedly developed. 

“‘ Life,” says a great English moralist, “life passes for 
the most part in petty transactions; and there seldom 
emerges an occasion that can call forth great virtue or great 
abilities.” The Christian in the beaten paths of life is sel- 
dom required to make costly sacrifices for his religion, or to 
display in public his zeal for his Saviour: and when the 
demand is made, he can at distant intervals put forth a par- 
oxysm of convulsive strength. Although at times he can 
wind up his virtuous feelings to activity ; yet when the little 
duties and trials of life come swarming around him with 
ceaseless impetuosity, demanding incessant care and alert- 
ness, the tension becomes too wearisome for continuance. 
i’ very hour of his life as it glides away, brings with it op- 
portunities of manifesting benevolence in a nameless variety 
of little acts, of svothing the lamentations of sorrow, of bear- 
ing the perverseness of servants, of curbing his evil inclina- 
tions; but the endless repetition of these demands exhausts 
his moral powers, and he is fain to disregard them. He 
endeavours to excuse his neglect by the recollection of some 
previous signal deed of ‘piety, or shelter himself under the in- 
tention of redeeming his character when some worthy oppor- 
tunity shall present itself. But the soldier who has fought 
. “bravely in battle, is not excused from faithfully performing 
the common duties of the camp ; neither will our Master in 
heaven permit us to follow our own inclinations in small dv- 
28* 
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tiés, because we may once have signalized our zeal in his 
cause. 

Motives are the-criterion of character; they stamp our 
actions with piety or worthlessness. In public life they 
may be various and unwarrantable; in private they must be 
genuine, if not pure. A man of decent morality may repel 
a temptation to gross sin, even when powerfully assaulted, 
because the disgrace of yielding will more than outweigh the 
gratification received from the sinful indulgence. A desire 
of reputation, that master spring of human exertion, may 
prompt him to some noble deed of munificence or self denial 
in the cause of religion. When admiring spectators stand 
around to applaud his heroism, he might even brave the ter- 
rors of persecution, or calmly undergo the tortures of mar- 
tyrdom, Or if these motives cannot interfere, there is in 
men of lofty minds, a proud consciousness of superiority, 
which can take pleasure in sternly resisting formidable at- 
tacks on moral principle, or in generous sacrifices of private 
for public good. When higher considerations have no ad- 
mission, even the sordid calculations of interest may pre- 
vail over the workings of open depravity, and ou some oc- 
casions produce the appearance of moral qualities, because 
these will gain respect and confidence. 

Actions on which these powerful motives can operate, 
must be clouded with a shade of suspicion. In the private 
walks and secret retirements of life only, can we expect to 
find the hidden movements of the soul laid open. What 
motives can produce an unwearied performance of the acts 
of good will, the constant manifestation of meekness and dis- 
interestedness, a determined resistance to fretfulness or pas- 
sion, a contented, uncomplaining performance of every little 
disagreeable duty from which no situation is exempt, a con- 
scientious industry in one’s vocation, a pious employment of 
secret moments, a dread of the slightest deviation from chris- 
tian consistency ? No fear of disgrace can influence, for the 
transactions are too insignificant to attract the public gaze, 
Desire of reputation has no hold, for the busy throng are 
dazzled by shining exploits, and have no leisure to examine 
such venial faults, and humble virtues. There is little grat- 
ification for pride in quelling a trivial excitement of mo- 
mentary temper. Interest has no place, for that dwelts m 
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the hurried courts of business or ambition. We must look 
deeper for the foundation of these unpretending qualities, 
and we shall find them arising from sincere benevolence, 
habitual piety, conscientious self government. 

If the principle here laid down be true, then happy is the 
man whose conscience brings not home to him the charge of 
guilt ; and imperious are the claims which this subject pre- 
sents to the attention of every Christian. For in this land 
of liberty and knowledge, none can show their love to their 
Redeemer in the flames of an auto de fe, or in the dungeons 
of an inquisition. Few are called to give up friends, coun- 
try, and ease, to preach the gospel tothe heathen. Rare are 
the occasions for magnificent sacrifices on the altar of reli- 
gion. And vast multitudes by their youth or sex, by their 
poverty or dependence, are condemned to obscurity, and can 
never signalize themselves, or honour religion by great or 
public virtues. But every day, nay, every fleeting hour, 
brings to each child ef mortality innumerable occasions of 
manifesting his amiable, benevolent dispositions, his self de- 
nial, his conscientiousness, his meekness, humility, and love. 
Let not such then despond, as though they had no means of 
displaying their love to the Saviour, or of adorning their 
holy profession ; let them rather rejoice that while they are 
free from great temptations, they can, in their humble sphere, 
pourtray a purer love, a loftier charity, a nobler resignation, 
a more heavenly mind than if they were crowned with the 
wreath of fame, or rolled in the car of wealth. 

Yet I fear that few are disposed to give that serious re- 
gard to the little duties and circumstances of life which their 
important bearing on the character demands. Often have I 
heen pained, to see that-a Christian zealous, liberal, and con- 
scientious in public life, set not the same edifying example 
in private, nor sufficiently watched against temptations to 
petty slander, peevishness and indolence. His worldly ae- 
quaintance will judge him by these trivial events, and for his 
inconsistency he must listen to the taunting sneer, “‘ what do 
ye more than others?” and see them draw from his conduct 
motives for their own neglect of religion. ‘Thus will the 
young convert judge him ; and how must the conscience of 
this inexperienced pilgrim be wounded, and the shades of 
discouragement thrown around his Christian path, by the 
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wanderings of his brother. By this rule, will the Saviour 
‘himself pronounce sentence on bis character; for in that 
solemn, prophetic history which he has left us of the pro- 
ceedings of his tribunal on the judgment day, we do not 
find that those on the left hand received their dreadful doom 
because they had openly profaned his name, or given them- 
selves up to outrageous wickedness, but merely for neglect- 
ing those wants of mankind, which every day brought op- 
portunities of supplying. Neither were the righteous wel- 
-comed to the abodes of bliss, because their zeal had incur- 
red the sufferings of martyrdom, or had prompted to the 
sacrifice of life, or fortune, or ease, for religion ; but because 
they had conscientiously performed those little acts of kind- 
ness and charity which their fellow men needed ; had gone 
around in humble obscurity to soothe the pangs of sickness, 
poverty, and misfortune. 

On the other hand, how lovely is that character in which 
religion regulates the whole life, and descends to the minutest 
actions. hat a fine imitation of our Saviour’s life! What 
a beautiful exemplification of the precepts of our religion ! If 
any thing can send home to the heart of the worldly man a 
conviction of his folly, it is this living, present reproof, a 
holy life. This godlike superiority will pourtray in burn- 
ing characters the guilt of sin and the value of Christian 
principle. Such an one is the fountain of encouragement 
and rejoicing to his fellow Christians. Even the angels ot 
heaven, at the sight, must tune their harps to a loftier note 
of praise to the Redeemer, and receive in triumph this noble 
trophy of renewing grace. The Saviour himself, clothed in 
the glories of Divinity, shall be his friend in life, and grants 
him at last a more abundant entrance into his kingdom o: 
of everlasting happiness and rest. ~ M. K. 

SES 


THE EXCELLENCY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


For Scripture style is noble and divine, 

It speaks no less than God in every line; 

It is not built on disquisition vain ; 

The things we most believe are few and plain. Dnrypen. 


“The Bible is a map of heaven, a true history of the primitive 
church, an infallible rule of life, an immoveable ground of hope, and 
an everlasting spring of consolation.” 


The Holy Scriptures are a revelation from God to man, 
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containing truths of importance to his present and eternal 
happiness, and at which he could not arrive by his mere 
natural knowledge. They possess complete evidence of their 
divine inspiration, and that the writers employed to make 
known the will of God to mortals were men who spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. The arguments for 
the authenticity and divinity of the Bible have been re- 
peatedly brought forward by Doddridge, Addison, Paley, 
and Bishop Watson. The exact fulfilment of Scripture pro- 
phecy—the striking miracles performed by Christ and his 
Apostles—the harmony of the Old and New Téstaments— 
the sublimity of the style—the heavenly nature of the subject 
—the piety and integrity of the writers—the wonderful pre- 
servation of the sacred books; and their efficacy upon the 
hearts and lives of sinners, form so strong a chain of evi- 
dence, as the combined and vigorous efforts of Deists, in 
Various ages and at different times, have not been able to 
destroy.* : 

The Authority of the Scripture arises from its being di- 
vinely inspired, and does not depend upon the authority of 
any church whatever.? It is in itself complete and sufficient; 
nor requires any traditions or addenda! The law of the Lord 
is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord 
is sure, making wise the simple. (Ps. xix.) What our Lord 
said to the Jews will also apply to the Romish Church, who 
endeavor to make their traditions of equal authority with 
the Scriptures, “‘ In vain do they worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men.” (Matt. xv. 9.) 

As a Revelation, the Bible contains things of the highest 


* « The wonderful efficacy of the Scriptures” (says the late Rev. J. W. 
Flechere) “ is what particularly endears them to us fallen creatures. Ween 
they are faithfully opened by Gospel Ministers, and applied by the Spirit, 
they wound and heal ; they alarm the careless ; turn or enrage the wicked ; 
instruct the ignorant ; support the tempted ; strengthen the weak ; comfort 
mourners; and nourish ali pious souls. The more humble and holy peo- 
ple are, the more they read, admire, and value the scriptures ; and on the 
contrary, the more wicked or self-conceited, or worldly minded, persons 
are, the more they despise or rejcctthem.” 

+ What will my readers think of the following sentiment defended by 
Hosius, a Roman Catholic. ‘ Quod Scripture tantuin valerent quantum 
Esopi fadule, nisi accederet ecclesie testimonium.” That the Scriptures 
have no more weight than the Fables of JEsop, without the testimomy of the 
Church !!! Bennett’s View of Popery, a careful perusal of which is ear- 


nestly recommended to our youthful friends. 


—_ 
—— fl 


ae 















Rey 


ae Sees 








Sete’ 





































eh eee 


ee a 


AP pet all — tga 














$34 The Excellency of the Scriptures. 


importance, and which could not be otherwise known. Such 
is the account of the apostacy of our first parents—the way 
of salvation by Christ, the promised seed—the certainty of 
a future state—the blessedness of the righteous in heaven— 
and the punishment of the finally impenitent in hell. It is 
able to make us wise unto salvation by faith in Christ, that 
is, wise for eternity. Other writings may render us wise for 
this world, but the Scriptures maks us wise for the next. 
All other writings left mankind in the dark, concerning his 
best, his everlasting interests. ‘The most virtuous and en- 
lightened of the heathen could only conjecture that which the 
Scripture asseris. When it declares that there ts a reward 
for the righteous ; that there are mansions of bliss prepared 
for the followers of the Son of God in his Father’s house 
above. 

The Scriptures claim our regard, and should be the sub- 
ject of our most serious thoughts, because they are ableto 
make us wise unto salvation! Without them we never could 
have known how sin might be pardoned, and eternal happi- 
ness secured. Lost and ruined by the fall, without this sun 
to enlighten our path—without this guide to point out the 
way—without this map to conduct us to the heavenly land 
we should have wandered in the dark mountains of error, 
and at length been lost in the pit of eternal misery. Thy 
Word, O God, is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path. 
It exhibits the Lord Jesus as the only Saviour ; it directs us 
to Thy Spirit to sanctify our natures ; it invites us to come 
and partake of the heavenly manna, and allows us to drink 
of the water of life freely ! 

And while the Bible contains every thing necessary to be 
believed, it also directs us as to our temper and conduct > 
and that too, in all circumstances and conditions. What ar 
admirable code of moral precepts is presented to us in Mat- 
thew yv., usually called Christ’s sermon on the Mount! and 
how strongly is the amiable temper of love enforced in 1 
Cor. xiii.; and how wise and beneficial are the commands 
of the moral law given on Mount Sinai. Exod. xx. The re- 
ciprocal duties of masters and servants, husbands and wives, 
children, and parents, kings and subjects, ministers and peo- 
ple, are clearly and forcibly represented. Every temper ini- 
mical to the peace of the individual, and the comfort of do- 
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mestic and civil society, is condemned ; and those disposi- 
tions inculcated, which ensure the happiness of man, and 
promote the glory of God. Read Galat. v. 19, &c. Ephes. 
iv. 2!—-32. Colos. iii. 5, to the end. 

Were these precepts, these matchless precepts of the Gos- 
pel observed ; were they exhibited daily in our temper and 
conduct, how closely would families be united! What tran- 
quility would reign in society! What concord would exist 
between nations and states! Duelling would never more 
be resorted to; the low, vulgar practice of pugilism would 
be abandoned ; discord and war would haste to the shades 
of darkness ; the cannon would cease to roar; litigation 
would be at an end; evesy jarring note would be silenced ; 
defamation would expire ; love would beam in every coun- 
tenance; and beneficence reign in every heart. “ I am of 
opinion, (says Sir Wm. Jones,) that the Scriptures contain 
more sublimity and beauty, more pure morality, more im- 
portant history, and finer strains of poetry and eloquence, 
than can be collected from all other books, in any age or 
language.” 3 

lt is an important fact, that the Bible is written in a style 
so plain, and so intelligible, that a person of the most com- 
mon understanding may comprehend the subject in which 
he is chiefly interested. Whatever errors have been broached, 
they have proceeded not from the reading of the common 
people, but from the researches of the learned! When our 
Saviour was upon earth, the Scribes and Pharisees, and 
Doctors of the Law, rejected his words, and despised his 
message, but the common people heard him gladly. “ Not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many noble are called ; 
but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise,” &c. 1 Cor. i. 26. That there are sublime 
and deep and awful mysteries in the book of God, it is con- 
fessed. ‘ Scriptura habet in publico unde parvuilos nutriat, 
sicut in secreto, unde mentes sublimium in admirationem 
stispendat ; quasi quidam est fluvius planus et altus, in quo 
et aguus ambulet, et elephas natet.* ‘he philosopher, who 


* Grege, Pracf.in Johum. The Scripture reveals those things by which 
children may be instructed, and keeps secret those which fix the mind in 
profound admiration. Like a broad and deep river, in which the lamb 
niay-walk, and the elephant may swim. 
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studies nature, meets difficulties every where ; he cannot 
fully explain the blade of grass nor the leaf of the tree. 
The anatomist cannot comprehend the human system, yet 
investigation is not neglected. Those topics, which are 
needful for us to. be acquainted with, are clearly revealed, 
while those that are not essential to our salvation are wrap- 
ped in obscurity: such are—the existence of three Divine 
persons in one God ; the incarnation of Christ ; the resur- 
rection of the body 3 the conduct of Providence; &c. &c. 
“ The most important truths lie open to the view, while 
others require deep study, and close investigation. The care 
and labour required in this investigation keep man’s noblest 
powers from languishing by sloth ; produce humility, and 
love, and admiration ?” 

As instances of the plainness and perspicuity of Scripture 
language, how striking is the description of the human heart. 
Jerem. xvii. ‘‘ The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked.” How clearly is the real‘state of man 
as a sinner pointed out in himself, read Rom. iii. 9—23. That 
Jesus is the only Saviour, examine Rom. iii. 21—25. The 
fruits of a pardoned state are mentioned in Rom. viii. 1, &c. 
And the necessity of good works strongly enforced in Titus 
fii. 8. Let the reader (and especially the youthful reader, 
to whose perusal this is affectionately submitted) examine 
these particulars, and say, whether he thinks any one is lia- 
ble to err, who meditates carefully upon these important and 
interesting truths, and humbly implores the promised influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit to enlighten his mind and sanctify 
his heart ? Oxenstern, the celebrated chancellor of Sweden, 
observed to the English ambassador Whitelocke, “I have 
seen much of this world, but I never knew how to live till 
now. All the comfort I have, and what is more than the 
whole world can give, is feeling the good Spirir in my 
heart, and reading this good book THe Bisie. You are 
now in the prime of your age and vigour, and in great favor 
and business; but all this may leave you, and you may one 
day better understand and relish what I say to you, and 
then you will find that there is more wisdom, truth, comfort 
and pleasure, in retiring and turning your heart from the 
world to the good Spirit of God, and in reading the Bible, 
than in all the courts and the favors of princes.” 





























Advice to Students. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 


ADVICE TO STUDENTS. 


To mow down thorns that would annoy our feet is worthy 
of praise. 


Men very often involve themselves in great perplexity, by 
neglecting those things which are regarded as comparatively 
of minor importance. This error in judgment on the rela- 
tive importance of things which demand attention, commen- 
ces very early ; but its fatal effects are often felt till the end 
of life. 

It should be a maxim with every man, that a work is ne- 
ver accomplished till all its parts are finished; and the 
proper way to have all the parts finished, is to do them in 
their proper time and order. My object, at present, will be 
to show the advantage this course will be to the young 
scholar. There is a prevailing error in the mode of study 
pursued in most of our literary institutions. An anxious, 
but vain desire to pass over much ground, is too frequently 
indulged ; and one is disposed to underrate his capacity, 
and merit, if he cannot reach almost with the rapidity of 
thought, any distant object of desire. His whole soul is 
engrossed in contemplation of the object. Without investi- 
gating and patiently following the way by which he may 
attain it, he afflicts, and worries himself by painful but fruit- 
less regret, that the object is so distant, and he unable to 
reach it. It is as though one should stand upon the ocean 
shore, and in his mind revolving the glories of the old 
world, sigh, and bitterly grieve because he cannot with one 
spring overleap the waters between, and stand in the place 
of his mind’s contemplation. In this way he may weep, 
till the moisture of his body is currented in tears to the 
waves, which dash at his feet, and remain on the shore still. 
If he wishes to be transported, he must embark in some 
ship, dare the winds and the waves, sail in calm and tem- 
pest, meeting with manly fortitude the dangers and hard- 
ships of the deep. Just so the young man, who would bea 
scholar, should commence with the full impression, that the 
You. Vil. No. 10. 29 
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task he has undertaken is great, and cannot be accomplish- 
i ed inaamoment. Much labour must be put forth. I do not 
mean simply, that much strength must be exerted ; for this 
may be done and no advantage accrue. But he must at the 
same time that he labours hard consider, that what he does, 
should be done well and done for ever. He must remove 
every obstacle ; never slip aside because he does not per- 
. ceive any immediate evil, that will arise from neglect, 







else these same obstacles will constantly haunt and vex him 
at every turn he makes. He should never think that he 
: can run away from difficulties ; but should surmount them, 
: whether they be small and insignificant, or great and em- 
barrassing. If he does this, every step will be in advance. 
. New difficulties will arise ; but they will be right on his 
. course, and not rendered doubly difficult by being linked 
with those he has already encountered. They will be alone, 
and he may subdue them alone. By pursuing a course like 
this, we should not so often hear the young tyro complain- 
ing that he was involved in inextricable difficulties; we 
should not hear him bitterly lament over his mathematics, 
because they were hard, and he had no mathematical 
genius. But he would find to his joy, that he could advance 
in mathematics, language, philosophy, or any thing to 
i which he applied his mind. Any one who has been taught 
from infancy to make the appropriate sound of each letter 
f in the alphabet, then to combine these sounds into syllables, 
syilables into words, and words into sentences, will say, af- 
ter a while, that it isa very easy thing to read. Let schol- 
ars apply this principle to all their studies, and like effects 

will follow. D. R. 
























FOR THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 
EVIDENCES OF CONVERSION.—No. I. 


f It is to be expected that the subjects of renewing grace 
} will be able to give a reason of the hope that is in them with 
meekness and fear. ‘The change wrought in sinners at con- 
version, (using the word conversion to denote the com- 
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mencement of holiness in the soul) is of such a nature, as to 
be ascertained by evidence. The evidence is of different 
degrees of weight and importance, and in tracing it in the 
experience of individuals, much caution is to be observed. 
There are some things, which do not of themselves prove a 
change of heart, which however are generally found in those 
who are the subjects of this change. Every thing which 
may-be found in impenitent sinners, when found in saints, 
must be set to that class of evidences which cannot be relied 
on, although it should be important, viewed in connexion 
with something else. There is some evidence of holiness 
in the case of every real convert, which no impenitent sinner 
has ; and in searching for evidence which can with safety 
be depended on, we must look for something beyond what 
can be found in any unconverted person. Impenitent sin- 
ners may do many things which saints do, yet not be saints, 
because under the influence of wrong motives. 

There are several evidences, on which many persons re- 
ly with confidence, which in reality are very unsafe. We 
shall point out some of these, with the reasons why 
they are not to be relied on. It is maintained by many, 
that conversion, if real, is so great a change, that every one 
must be supposed to know when it takes place. Hence 
iney régard it of importance in ascertaining the piety of in- 
dividuals, that they should be able to tell ‘the time and cire 
cumstances of their conversion; and they conclude, that 
those who cannot do this, have no great reason to hope they 
have passed from death unto life, although they appear to 
live Christian lives. The impertance which has been at- 
tached to this evidence, has discouraged many whose lives 
have borne honourable testimony to their hopeful conver- 
sion, yet who have hardly dared to hope for themselves, be- 
cause wanting in this one evidence. It is doubtless true, 
that some converts are able to remember when and how 
their attention was first arrested,—how they were borne 
down under conscious guilt and distressed in apprehension 
of coming wrath, and when they hopefully submitted to 
Christ. It may be a satisfaction to go back and review 
their exercises at that time, and to compare their feelings 
then with what they have been at subsequent periods; yet, 
the fact, that they are able to remember a season of convic- 
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tion of sin and hopeful conversion, is no sure evidence of 
piety, and if relied on at all, it must be taken in connection 
with their experience since that season. And in how many 
instances have individuals become hopeful converts in sea- 
sons of revival, who could tell the time and circumstances of 
their supposed conversion with much particularity, yet who 
have afterwards fallen away and rendered it manifest by 
their lives, that their religion was vain? Men in their nat- 
ural state are subject to more or less religious impressions, 
and to variations in their feelings. In these cases, in which 
persons are able to tell the circumstances of their conver- 
sion, there is great reason to fear, that the change is nothing 
more than what persons in a state of nature often experi- 
ence, who are without holiness. There is no impression 
made on the consciousness of the moral agent in conversion 
by the Holy Spirit, by which he can certainly know that it 
is the Spirit of God operating on him: no violence is done 
to his powers of moral agency, by which he is to know that 
heisa new moral man. We have heard persons say that 
they could feel the Spirit of God descending on them, and 
that they had intuitive evidence in their own minds of the 
agency of the Holy Spirit; but we have regarded such as } 
enthusiasts, greatly ignorant of themselves and of what the 
Scriptures teach on the subject, We have no evidence 
from the Scriptures to warrant the conclusion, that the ope- 
rations of the Spirit are to be distinguished by any con- 
sciousness in ourselves, from the operations of our own 
minds. God has taught us, that the Spirit’s operation is 
mysterious and unperceived, and that we are to ascertain its 
reality from its effects. ‘“ The wind bloweth where it list- 
eth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh or whither it goeth ; so is every one that 
is born of the Spirit.” The apprehension that we must 
know our conversion at the time it takes place, is a great 
mistake. As it is to be learnt from its effects, it may have 
taken place long before individuals begin to hope they are 
converts. The effects in given cases, though real, may not 
come so distinctly before the mind as to be noticed, or if 
noticed, the mind may have so jealous and watchful atten- 
tion in regard to its wrong acts, as to refuse all reason to 
hope for a long season. Hence it is, that many, who ap- 
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pear to be Christians for years, live without the consolations 
of hope in Christ. They are attentive to the duties of reli- 
gion, and find enjoyment in them, yet do not allow that 
they have any reason to hope they are the children of God. 
They see so much sin in themselves, and feel so unworthy, 
that they cannot believe that they have any holiness. They 
may, however, notwithstanding, be real converts, and be 
growing into conformity to Christ, though without the con- 
solations of hope. We had rather find persons living in this 
manner, than to find them depending on a conversion, 
which took place in early life, or at some former period in 
life, from which they dated their hopes, and to which they 
look back as the principal evidence of their being the child- 
ren of God. We have seen those whose lives manifested 
little or nothing of the power of religion, resting their hope 
on a conversion which took place forty years ago. They 
were in early life subjects of religious awakening,—they 
gained hopes that they were converted, and taking this for 
evidence of piety, they settled down in the conclusion that 
they were Christians, and in this conclusion they have rest- 
ed, and in this, it is probable, they will remain till death. 
You cannot make them feel the force of truth, because they 
are shielded in the apprehension that they are Christians, 
and are ready to tell you how they were converted forty or 
fifty years ago. We view the state of sach as very alarm- 
ing, while we look at their lives and find no real evidences 
of love and attachinent to Christ. And‘whenever ability to 
tell of one’s conversion is made a good evidence of piety, we 
tear for the consequences, we fear lest undue confidence be 
reposed in this, and lest active holiness be neglected. We 
do not find this evidence laid down in the Bible, as one to 
be depended on. We do not find that Christ enquired of 
those that followed him, when they were converted ? If they 
had forsaken all for him,—if they bad complied with the 
terms of allegiance to him, it was sufficient. The circum- 
stances of time, place, and means in their conversion were 
unimportant in proving their piety. They might, perhaps, 
be known in some cases, and have importance in some con- 
nexions, and it might be a satisfaction to individuals to be 
able to review them ; still, as evidences of their present pi- 
ety, they are altogether unimportant. It is dangerous to as- 
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sume that as evidence of piety which is not laid down in the 
Bible, and which, from the nature of the case, is not to be 
relied on with safety. Many are able to tell the time of 
their conversion; others are not. Doubtless there are real 
converts of both classes, and doubtless many who are not sub- 
jects of grace, are able to refer back to some period of awak- 
ening and anxiety of mind, and place great reliance on what 
they then experienced. As they who are not renewed per- 
Sons may have this kind of evidence, it should never be re- 
lied on only in connexion with the subsequent life. To 
them who are indulging hopes, whether possessed of this evs 
idence of conversion or not, we would say your lives must 
shew the reality of your conversion, and in your progressive 
holiness you must collect evidence, rather than by reference 
to the time of your conversion. If you are not able to refer 
to any time, no matter if you are alive to God, and are de- 
voted to his service ; if you are able to refer back to the 
time of your supposed conversion, be careful that you find 
in your own experience a growing conformity to the moral 
likeness of Christ. The great thing is to be found in Christ, 
not having on your “ own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the 
righteousness which is of God by faith.” 


LYDIA. 


Lyp1A is mentioned in the 16th chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles. Her history takes up but two verses, yet her 
name is written in heaven ; and she is one with whom, if we 
belong to God, we shall become acquainted when we join 
the assembly of glorified saints, and add our testimony to 
theirs, of the goodness of God in bringing us thither. 

Let us, my young readers, endeavour to consider Lydia’s 
character ; and examine ourselves, if we are at all like her 
in heart and mind; because, if there be not some resem- 
blance on earth, we cannot expect to be like her in heaven. 
* A certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple,” not a 
wearer of it, “ of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, 
heard us, whose heart the Lord opened, and she attended to 
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the things spoken by Paul.” This Book of the Acts was 
written by Luke, styled the beloved physician. He was the 
companion of Paul in many of his travels, and. therefore 
well able to give an account of them. It is evident he was 
with Paul when he went into Macedonia. Being come into 
Philippi, which was the chief city, they staid there many 
days. Luke continues his account thus: “And on the Sab- 
bath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer 
was wont to be made ; and we sat down and spake unto the 
women which resorted thither.” What a proof is this of the 
goodness and. wisdom of God ; he knows where all his peo- 
ple are, and sends to them, in his own appointed time and 
way, the means of salvation. It appears. they were. only 
women who assembled here for the purpose of prayer, and 
having no place of worship within the city, they retired to 
the river side, that they might pray to God without interrup- 
tion; and to avoid giving offence to the inhabitants of the 
city, who were chiefly idolaters. 

This was about twenty years after our Lord’s death. 
‘ This woman,” says Luke, “ heard us,” but not willing to 
exalt himself, he ascribes all the glory of her conversion to 
God, and then ‘to Paul as his instrument, “ whose heart the 
Lord opened, so that she attended to the things spoken by 
Paul.” And what were these things? Do you think it was 
about worldly things, or worldly pleasures and profit that 
Paul spoke ? No; it was of a gracious Saviour, and of his 
merits freely offered to all who heard him. And the Lord 
opened Lydia’s heart to receive the word ; thatis, he prepa- 
red a way for his gospel to enter. She had been a worship- 
per of God, so far as she knew him, before she heard Paul : 
she had turned from idols to pray to him; and he was not 
unmindful of her prayer. He had put into her heart good 
desires, and this was the time he had appointed to fulfil them 
by the knowledge of a Saviour. 

Do any of my readers feel the same desires? Do they 
seek to know his will, that they may perform it, even though 
it should be contrary to what their sinful natures would 
choose ? Then may we hope that the Lord’has opened their 
hearts also; and that, like Lydia, they will be brought to 
hear some faithful minister of the Lord, who will preach 
unto them Christ crucified, the only hope of salvation! Like 
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her, they will attend unto his words, and they will become 
sincere followers of the Redeemer. 

Let us now examine the effect which Paul’s preaching had 
upon Lydia. “ She attended to it,” it is said, and did not 
find fault with his doctrine. Though she had worshipped 
God, she rejoiced to hear of acrucified Saviour. Had she 
been self-righteous, or satished with her own performances, 
it would have been foolishness umto her. Such tidings, she 
would have said, may be very acceptable to poor sinners ; 
but [ have always done my duty so far as was in my power, 
and God does not require more. If there are any more du- 
ties for me to perform, I will endeavour to do them likewise, 
and I dare say the good God will not refuse his aid to me, 
when I ask it, that I may do what will please him.—This 
was not the language of Lydia’s heart, the power of God 
accompanying Paul’s words convinced her that she was a 
sinner ; that she fell short in all the duties she performed ; 
nor could her imperfect services merit any thing but dis- 
pleasure from him, whose law extends to the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Sle learnt that a better righteousness 
than her own was necessary to render her acceptable to 
God ; and from Paul’s mouth she heard there was such a 
Saviour, whose blood atones for the sins of all who believe 
in him for salvation; and whose life of perfect holiness is 
imputed to them as their righteousness; on account of 
which they enter heaven. Lydia rejoiced to hear these glad 
tidings. | 

After she had believed in Jesus, her heart was opened 
also to hospitality and brotherly kindness, and her house 
was opened also. “If ye have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord,” said she, to the apostles, “come into my house 
and abide there,” not merely for a visit, but while you re- 
main in this city, make my abode yours. Not content with 
a casual invitation, “she besought them,” and it is further 
added, “ she constrained us.” 

How great is the pleasure, when the young convert is al- 
lowed to receive and entertain the minister of the Lord, by 
whose preaching he was brought to the knowledge of salva- 
tion! O! with what joy does he attend to each word he ut- 
ters, by which he may learn more and more of that blessed 
Saviour, who has been revealed to him! And bow he longs, 
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with eager and earnest love, to shew his readiness to minis- 
ter, “ carnal things unto him from whom he has received 
spiritual things,” 1 Cor.ix.11. What greater pleasure can 
he have, what greater honour can he seek in this world, than 
to receive the ministers of that Lord, who has said unto them, 
“ Iie that receiveth you, receiveth me3 and he that receiveth 
me, receiveth him that sent me,” Matt. x. 40. 

Lydia was thus confirmed in the faith she had received, 
and strengthened for the trial which was about to happen; 
for Paul and Silas were soon after dragged before the magis- 
trates, and thrust into prison. But at midnight an earth- 
quake awakened the inhabitants of the city. - Lydia, most 
likely, with the littke company of Christians, were already 
awake, and uniting in prayer for the safety of the apostles, 
who, at this time, were so happy in their prison, that they 
were prayitg and singing praises to God. 

' They were astonished, but not alarmed at the earthquake, 
they had nothing to fear, for their peace was made with God, 
by the blood of Christ; and they had soon reason to bless 
his name, for the wonders of his grace, in the conversion of 
the jailer, the delivery of Paul from the prison, and his 
Christian triumph, and exultation over the magistrates, who 
were made to confess the wrong they had done them in beat- 
ing aud imprisening them uncondemned! “ they came,” it 
is said, “ and besought them, and brought them out, and de- 
sired them to depart out of their city.”” Paul was soon again 
in the house of Lydia, where he met the friends who loved 
him, “ and having comforted them, he departed.” 

We can be at no loss to imagine the comfort which he of- 
fered them ; no doubt, but that he related to them the change 
of heart and conduct in the jailer; the faithfulness of God 
to his promises in defending his saints: and his own entire 
trust and confidence in his protection. 

Although we hear no more of Lydia in the sacred history, 
we may safely conclude that she continued on her way, re- 
joicing in the Lord to the end of her race ; bringing forth 
good fruits and that she is now in the presence of God uni- 
ting with “the spirits of just men made perfect,” in the 
praises of him who hath redeemed them, and washed them 
from their sins in his own blood. May the Lord open our 
hearts also, that we may, by the help of the same Spirit, 
arrive in that blessed world of never-ending jay. 
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On the Observation of Signs. 


FOR THE GUARDIAN AND MONITOR. 
ON THE OBSERVATION OF SIGNS. 


I recollect that in my childhood I often had my mind per- 
plexed with signs. I frequently heard it remarked by those 
that were much older than myself, that such and such things 
were certain signs of success of disappointment. Such an 
influence had these pretended signs on my imagination, that 
I felt almost afraid to engage in any enterprize, whatever, 
without first enquiring of myself whether there was not some 
favourable sign. I have seen many influenced in the same 
manner ;—many who would even wear their garment all 
day with the wrong side out, when they happened to put it 
on so in the morning, because, say they, ‘ it is a bad sign to 
turn it.” When it occurred to them after setting out from 
home, that they had forgotten something, would choose to 
forego great inconvenience rather than return and take it, 
because ‘7i¢ was a bad sign to return and set out again.’ 
I have seen young people (that were indeed old enough to 
have a better rule of action) in order to determine whether 
wey should go to one particular place or another, set up a 
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stick to see which Say it wowa sane 2 nave been myself 
much elated with seeing the moon for the first time after the 
change, over the right shoulder, because it was said to bea 
‘ cood sign ;? and sometimes, when I knew it was to be 
seen, have turned myself half round before I dare look at it, 
lest I should see it over my left shoulder ; and often have 
been unpleasantly affected when I happened to see it over 
the left. 

One evening, as I sat conversing with one of my mates at 
a little distance from the house, there came one of those eve- 
ning songsters and lighted near the door, and while we were 
listening to her extatic notes, he remarked to me, ‘ I should 
hate to have such a bird sing so near our house.’ Why ? 
said I. * Because it is a sign there is a going to be a death 
in the family.’ | 

Young people often have such things impressed upon 
their minds to their very great injury. It encourages or 
disheartens without any proper motives. It often creates 
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anxiety and fear, and fills the tender mind with strange and 
inconsistent ideas. It is to be hoped that the time is not far 
distant, when the folly and sin of filling the minds of child- 
ren with such ideas will be done away, and more holy prin- 
ciples instilled. 

There is a propensity in the human mind to seek after 
-sugns, and to listen to vain pretensions ; which propensity 
ought to be checked rather than indulged. Nothing should 
be presented to feed the imagination, but such things as will 
have a salutary influence upon the heart. 

The more particular remarks which I have to offer on the 
subject of pretended signs are the following. 

First, They are heathenish. The origin of them may be 
traced directly back to heathen nations. They had their 
oracles, their prognosticators and their soothsayers. They 
noticed the flight of birds, the feeding of fowls, and examin- 
ed the entrails of animals in order to determine future events. 
The vulgar notion of signs is then a vestige of heathenism, 
and deserves not to be named in a christian country. 

Secondly, To be influenced in this way is sinful. We 
act from motives that are unchristian.. We follow a rule 
which God has not given as the rule of ovr life. Weare 
led by the sinful traditions of men. ‘These things serve only 
to mislead and render us the dupes of folly, and unless there 
is some other rule of action, something higher to determine 
our views and direct our choice, we are abusing the reason 
which God has given us, and disregarding the light of reve- 
lation. _Had the heathen followed the dictates of reason, 
they would never have acted under the influence of their au- 
spices. If those in a christian land examined their reason, 
they would despise the telling of fortunes, and cease to con- 
nect events with those things with which there is no ground 
of connexion. But more especially, were they under the in- 
fluence of the Gospel—were they interested in the salvation 
of Christ, they would despise such practices. 

Thirdly, I would advise my young reader who has ever 
had any curiosity about signs, or has ever had his mind 
perplexed with them, to enquire of himself whether Christ 
has taught him to believe in any such signs; whether the 
apostles ever inculcated them ; what he should think of the 
Gospel if it taught such lessons. It is the design of the Gos- 
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pel to correct such errors, and to free the mind from its 
doubts and perplexities. Shall then the word of God which 
is given us as a guide to our feet and a lamp to our path, be 
overlooked in this world of delusion and error? Shall we 
give ear to the tales of the foolish and simple, when glad ti- 
dings of great joy are communicated by him in whom are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ? 


PHILONEUS. 
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THOSE, AND THOSE ONLY, WHO DO GOOD, 
ARE SINCERELY LAMENTED. 


A truly good man builds for himself, even while he lives, 
a better monument than one of stone or of marble. 

‘ One is sometimes,’ says a pious writer,* ‘ astonished to 
see the indifference, with which many of the rich and the 
great are carried to their long home. ‘There rolls by the 
procession. It is splendid, but not interesting. It attracts 
numbers, but not mourners. It gratifies curiosity, but it ex- 
cites not sympathy. ‘The reason is obvious. What has he 
done, who is now laid in the cold grave ? For whose happi- 
ness has he lived, but—his own ? Something will be written 
about him on the monument, but nothing on the fleshy table 
of the heart. “I have seen the wicked in great power, and 
spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed 
away, and lo! he was not; yea, I sought him, but he could 
not be found.” But how much sincere sorrow is felt for the 
loss of one who filled no public office, who possessed no 
large bags of gold and silver. The ties, perhaps, which 
bound many to him were not known; but sickness awaken- 
ed anxious inquiry,and death drew forth those who had been 
relieved by his bounty. 

‘I recollect, some years ago, to have buried a corpse. In 
the extremity of the audience that surrounded me, I saw a 
female wrinkled with age, and bending with weakness ; one 
hand held a motherless grandchild, the other wiped away 
her tears with the corner of a woollen apron. I passed to- 
wards her when the service was closed—Have you lost a 


* Jay’s Life of Winter. 












? 





Fishes of the Indian Seas. $49 


friend ?—She heaved a melancholy sigh. The Lord bless 
her memory! she exclaimed. I soon found that the decea- 
sed had allowed her, for several years, six pence per week ! 
And is it possible, that a sum so inconsiderable may cause a 
widow’s heart to sing for joy, and save the child of the 
needy ! who would waste a sixpence? who would indulge 
themselves in extravagance ? who would notdeny themselves, 
to be able to secure the blessing of them who are ready to 
perish ?? 
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FISHES OF THE INDIAN SEAS. 


Among the natural curiosities of the Indian seas are the 
following wonderful fishes : 

The whales which venture up the Bay of Bengal are sel- 
dom very large, and generally perish there in combats with 
the sword-fish, by which they are pursued from the Southern 
ocean. I have seen what I thought a large dead one, float- 
ing down the bay like a little mountain ;, and its stench was 
such, that though our vessel was a considerable way from it, 
we were obliged to shut our mouths, and hold our noses, 
while we gratified curiosity by looking at it. The sword- 
fish, which is often seen in the Indian seas, is of a large and 
most powerful description. Sir Joseph Banks, as president 
of the Royal Society, received from the captain of an East 
Indiaman part of the bottom of his vessel, with the sword 
of one of these fishes imbedded in it, which is now lodged 
in the British Museum. The fish had such force as to drive 
its sword completely through the bottom of the ship, but it 
was killed by the violence of the effort. Beautiful dolphins 
are sometimes caught in the Indian seas. They swim with 
such amazing rapidity, that they have been known to go 
round a vessel sailing at the rate of six miles an hour. A 
shoal of these fishes followed Sir Richard Hawkins upwards 
of a thousand leagues. The dying dolphin changes its 
colour several times, and excites the tear of sensibility, by a 
seemingly silent appeal to compassion, which has probably 


given rise to the classical fables respecting it. 
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Sharks are of enormous size in the Eastern seas. One 
was caught, with a human corpse in his maw, that weighed 
4000 pounds. The shark has 144 teeth, whicl he erects 
when darting towards his prey; and as his large goggle eyes 
shoot fire, 1 now of nothing more frightful than his appear- 
ance. A great many remora, or sucking-fihes, always attend 
the shark. Our sailors have called them pilots, because 
they are seen to precede him, and smell what he is ap- 
proaching. Some naturalists have called them the shark’s 
enemies, and asserted that they drain away his moisture 
by suction ; for it seems they live on his body; but I am 
certain that he does not devour them; though I never saw 
him refuse any thing else, I have seen the pilot-fish pass 
through his frightful gaping mouth, when turning to swallow 
our baits. 

I never saw the cuttle-fish in India, but I have heard that 
it grows to a great size there. It has eight.arms, and pos- 
sesses most extraordinary qualities, for which I refer the 
reader to its natural history. The young reader will also be 
amused by referring to the natural history of the remora, or 
sucking-fish, of which so much has been fabulously related 
by the ancients. The Indians of Jamaica and Cuba, in the 
West Indies, formerly used the sucking-fish in the catching 
of others, somewhat in the same manner as hawkes are em- 
ployed by a falconer in seizing birds. 

The nautilus is another curiosity of the Indian sea. It 
has eight feet, web-toed like those of a duck, but exquisitely 
fine and transparent. By some unknown power it can 
screw its body out of a curious shell, and assume all the ap- 
pearance of a little ship. Two feet are raised like masts 
and rigging, with a membrane that passes for a sail, and 
certainly catches the zephyr which floats on the waves when 
it is expanded. The other feet hang paddling on each side, 
and serve for ears to row with. Poets have given imagina- 
ry pleasures to the sailing excursions of this little beauty of 
the ocean. But it is probable, that when it swells the light 
sail to the breeze, and forsakes the shell, its swiftness is em- 
ployed to escape from the crab, sea-scorpion, and trochus, 
not to amuse itself. 

Another curious little fish is the fly-shooter, or beaked 
chetodon, which knocks down its prey by cautiously level- 
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ling a ard of water from its tubular snout, like a ball 
froma musket. M. Hommel, the governor of the hospital 
at Batavia, ascertained this extraordinary fact by occular 
demonstration, 

The flying-fish is of a beautiful shape, something like a 

herring. ‘There are innumerable shoals of them in the In- 
dian seas, which serve as food to the large fishes ; when they 
are chased, they take to the air, and fly a considerable way 
like birds 5 but in this element also they have enemies 3 fort 
the albatross, or trupic birds, are always on the wing, watch- 
ing for them. Their wings soon dry; and I have seen flights 
of them fall on our ships, quite exhausted. While skim- 
ming along the ocean, they look very like swallows, having 
black backs, white bellies, and forked tails. Their wings 
glitter like silver in the sun. 
* Gold fishes are natives of China; and the most beautiful 
kinds are caught in a small lake in the province of Chek- 
yang. Some are a fine orange red, sprinkled over with 
gold dust ; others white like silver, spotted with red. When 
dead they lose all their lustre. The mangoe fish of the river 
Hooghly, near Calcutta, is, I think, the most beautiful in 
India; shaped like a small trout, it is charmingly speckled 
with bright yellow, or golden spots, on a dark ground. It 
has a fine beard, of long orange threads, which when the fish 
is dead, lies close to its body; but in swimming they serve 
as fins, and give when expanded, a stately and gay appear- 
ance to the fish._—.Memoirs of India. 


THE WISDOM OF GOD IN THE HUMAN FRAME. 


“JT am fearfally and wonderfully made, exclaimed the 
Psalmist, “ and that my soul knoweth right well.” What- 
ever view we take of our bodies, we find that they abun- 
dantly display the wisdom of God. How wonderful is the 
human eye! Where could it have been placed more suitably 
for the guidance of the whole bedy ? How surprizing is the 
ability of hearing, and smelling! And where, since all sounds 
and odours ascend, could these faculties have been more 
wisely situated ? 
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The human heart, which receives the blood every instant, 
and throws it out again as often, to every part of the human 
frame, is placed in the middle of the body. Who keeps it 
throbbing ? And who has put it, since the least injury to it 
would be fatal to life, where it might be best protected, by 
the arms and by the strong range of bones which we call 
the ribs ? Who has encircled the delicate brain by the hard 
bones of the skull ? And who has given it its beautiful hairy 
covering ? 

IT met a person a few days since, who had -but one arm,— 
he had lost the other,—but this one was exceedingly useful 
to him. I was also in company lately with a friend, who 
had many years ago lost one of his eyes,—but he said he 
had not much missed it, as the other had been all that was 
absolutely necessary to his welfare. If God had given them 
but one arm, and one eye, and if this had been lost, all would 
have been lost ; but how kind and how wise has he been, to 
give us two arms and two eyes ! 

What a wonderful instrument is the arm! At once strong 
and light, and capable of performing every useful motion ; 
it bends inwards and outwards, upwards and downwards, in 
whatever direction its owner pleases. 

The human hand has done many and great things. It 
has built large and beautiful cities ; and great ships, in which 
we may sail round the world in which we live. 

How beautifully does the skin cover the whole body. It 
is a fine net work, woven with divine skill, by God’s own 
hand. 

The wisdom of God is seen in the formation of the teeth. 
The foremost are thin and sharp, to cut the food asunder ; 
and the hindermost are broad and strong, to grind it in 
pieces. 

How wonderful is the sense of tasting! How surprising 
the gift of speech by which we make known our wants, and 
the inmost sentiments of our hearts ! 

But it would take a long time to relate all the wonders that 
are evident in the human frame. It is indeed like a beauti- 
ful harp of innumerable strings, which is constantly kept 
in tune by the gracious hand that first formed it. No hand 
but his could keep it in tune for a single instant. We may 
indeed say, in the words of one of our sweetest writers, 
























The Microscope. 


‘ Heaven, earth, and sea, and fire, and wind, 
Shew me thy wond’rous skill ; 

But I review myself, and find, 
Diviner wonders still.’ 


O that those powers which he created and constantly pre- 
serves, may be all devoted to his praise ! 


THE MICROSCOPE. 


The invention of the microscope must have been almost 
necessarily coeval with that of the telescope, depending, as 
they do, on principles so nearly allied ; and it is clear from 
Friar Bacon’s Works, that he was not less acquainted with 
the one than with the other. It was first brought into use in 
more recent times by the same Jansen of Middleburgh, to 
whom Borellus ascribes the invention of the telescope. 
Jansen presented the first microscope he constructed, to 
Prince Maurice, from whom, it passed into the hands of Al- 
bert, Archduke of Austria. William Borell, who gives this 
account in a letter to his brother Peter, says, that when he 
was ambassador in England, in 1619, Cornelius Drebell 
shewed him a microscope which he said had been given to 
him by the Archduke, and was the same Jansen himself had 
made. Many of those who purchase microscopes are so 
little acquainted with their general and extensive usefulness , 
and so much at a loss for objects to examine by them, that 
after diverting their friends some few'times with what they 
find in the slides which generally accompany the instrument, 
or perhaps with two or three common objects, the micro- 
scope is laid aside, as of little further virtue ; whereas no 
instrument has yet appeared in the world capable of afford- 
ing so constant, various, and satisfactory entertainment to 
the mind. Of this, a recent observer has furnished us with 
the following very curious particulars. On examining the 
edge of a very keen razor by the microscope, it appeared 
as broad as the back part of a very thick knife ; rough, un- 
even, full of notches and furrows, and so far from any thing 
like sharpness, that an instrument so blunt as this seemed to 
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be, would not serve even to cleave wood. An exceedingly 
small needle being also examined, the point thereof appeared 
above a quarter of an inch in breadth, not round nor flat, 
but irregular and unequal; and the surface, though ex- 
tremely smooth and bright to the naked eye, seemed full of 
ruggedness, holes, and scratches. In short, it resembled an 
iron bar out of a smith’s forge. But the sting of a bee 
viewed through the same instrument, shewed every where a 
polish amazingly beautiful, without the least flaw, blemish, 
or inequality, and ended in a point too fine to be discerned. 
A small piece of very fine lawn, appeared from the large 
distances or holes between its threads, somewhat like a hur- 
dle or a lattice, and the threads themselves seemed somewhat 
coarser than the yarn with which the ropes are made for 
anchors. Some Brussels lace, worth five pounds a yard, 
looked as if it were made of a thick, rough, uneven hair line, 
and twisted, fastened, or clotted together in a very clumsy 
manner. Buta silkworm’s web being examined, appeared 
perfectly smooth and shining, every where equal, and as 
much finer than any thread the finest spinster in the world 
ever made, as the smallest.twine is finer than the thickest 
cable. <A pod of this silk being wound off, was found to 
contain nine hundred and thirty yards; but it is proper to 
take notice, that as two threads are glued together by the 
worm through its whole length, it makes really double the 
above number, or one thousand eight hundred and sixty 
yards; which being weighed with the utmost exactness, 
were found no heavier than two grains and a half. What 
an exquisite fineness was here! and yet this is nothing 
when compared to the web of a small spider, or even with 
the silk that is issued from the mouth of this very worm 
when but newly hatched from the egg. Let us examine 
things with a good microscope, and we shall be immediate- 
ly convinced, that the utmost power of art is only a conceal- 
ment of deformity, an imposition upon our want of sight, 
and that our admiration of it arises from our ignorance of 
what it really is. ‘This valuable discovery will prove the 
most boasted performances of art to be ill-shaped, rugged, 
and uneven, as if they were hewn out with an axe, or struck 
out with a mallet and chissel; it will shew bungling ine- 
quality and imperfections in every part, and that the whole 
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is disproportionate and monstrous. Onur finest miniature 
paintings appear before this instrument as mere daubings, 
plastered on with a trowel, and entirely void of beauty either 
in the drawing or the colouring. Our most shining varnish- 
es, our smoothest polishings, will be found to be mere rough- 
ness, full of gaps and flaws. “Such are the works of man 
compared with those of his Maker. 


A HINT TO YOUTH. 


A young person coming forward into life, in such a 
world as this, without experience, appears to me an 
object of pity. I compare him to a ship [ lately saw 
launched ; so gay, so smart, that by looking at her you 
might be sure she had never been tossed upon the sea, nor 
encountered a single storm. But she was not launched to 
lie always in port. She must, ere long, traverse the ocean ; 
and what enemies, tempests, rocks, and shoals, may endan- 
ger her safety before she returns to port, or whether she 
may return at all, who can tell! Such a sea is the world :— 


- jt sometimes, to those who are beginning to venture upon it, 


shows a smooth and a smiling face ; but when they are em- 
barked on it beyond recall, what changes do they often meet 
with! Except the Lord is pleased to visit them with his 
light and grace, they will soon be like a ship in a storm, 
without rudder or anchor, compass or pilot! But if he take 
charge of them, then they will be safe; and in defiance to 
wind and weather, arrive at last at the desired haven. 


Anecvote. 
“ Overcome evil with good.” Rom. xii. 21. 


During the disputes which usually attended the election of 
an emperor of Germany, Soleure having taken the part of 
Lewis of Bavaria, in the fourteenth century, was besieged 
by Leopold of Austria. Whilst the siege was carrying on, 
a great inundation of the Aur swept away the works, bridg- 
es, boats, warlike machines of the besiegers, and brought 
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into jeopardy many soldiers and artificers. {n the midst of 
this disaster, the people of Suleure, forgetting that the suffer- 
ers were their besieging enemies, employed every method to 
save them from destruction; and actually rescued many of 
them from perishing. Struck by this singular act of humanity, 
Leopold desisted from his attacks, requested to be admitted 
as a friend, with thirty attendants, within the town, present- 
ed a banner to the town-people, and ratified with them a 
treaty of peace and amity.—( Simond’s Travels. ) 
Ruo Capra. 








Obituary. 
FROM THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


NANCY FRANCES AUGUR. 


Nancy Frances, the only child of Dr. John Augur, of North- 
Stamford, departed this life on the 28th of June, 1825, in the 
10th year of her age. 

There have been instances of children, at an early age, af- 
fording such evidence of piety, as to lay the parents under pe- 
culiar obligations of gratitude toGod. They have thus been en- 
couraged, as well as the ministers of Christ, to increase their ex- 
ertions for the spiritual good of the rising generation. 

Though Frances had not lived ten years, yet she exhibited 
many traits of character that would adorn a person of riper age. 
She was early dedicated to the God of Abraham, and with the 
most affectionate diligence, and solicitude, taught her need of 
an interest in the Saviour. As her mind unfolded, it appeared 
that the prayers, and exertions of her parents had not been in 
vain ; and they desire publicly to acknowledge the special good- 
ness of God in this respect. Frances seemed to cherish a sa- 
cred regard to the duty of filial obedience. Ata particular time, 
when going to her school, her mother directed her not to go out 
with the little girlsto play. During the recess of school, some of 
them earnestly solicited her to go, and take a part with them, 
but she decisively refused, saying her Ma would be displeased. 
They replied, your Ma wont know it. “But even in that case, 
(returned she,) it would be disobeying her.” This disposition to 
forego any indulgence, which she knew would be contrary to the 
feelings of her parents, appeared habitually to prevail. 

Her sense of wickedness was unusually strong, and when she 
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witnessed instances of sinful conduct in others, it deeply affected 
ber heart. At acertain time, she héarda servant who had been 
ruffled by some crossing incident, indulge in profane language. 
Her feelings were wounded, she immediately reproved the ser- 
vant in a very solemn manner, saying, “ God was angry,” and ex- 
horted her to pray for forgiveness. But the missionary spirit 
which she manifested, rendered her most interesting and lorely. 
Notwithstanding she was so young, yet she had become acquain- 
ted with many important facts, from the Religious Intelligencer, 
relative to.missions. ‘The miserable condition of the poor hea- 
then, especially of heathen children, excited in her bosom a ten- 
der concern: and she often expressed a desire of sending them 
her tracts and little books, hoping they would be useful. When 
the Agent of the American Board was among us last spring, form- 
ing associations, her feelings were much engaged. After he had 
preached to us, and proposed his plan for raising assistance, he 
said, “children might become members.” She immediately 
sprang from her seat, and with a countenance peculiarly ex- 
pressive, whispered, “ Ma, may I become a member ?” What 
this dear child would have been instrumental of effecting, had a 
holy Providence spared her life, it is impossible for us to tell. 

The situation of the indigent, especially of those she witnessed, 
affected her heart; and awakened a lively sense of the distinguish- 
ing goodness of Godtoher. About two months before her death, 
she rode with her mother into a neighboring society, and while 
passing a school-house, observed some little child uncomfortably 
clad. The mercies she enjoyed, now came to her mind with pecu- 
liar force, and lead her with most tender feelings to repeat the 
following lines :— 


‘¢ When e’er I take my walks abroad, 
How many poor I see ; 

What shall I render to my God, 
For all his gifts to me. 


Not more than others, I deserve, 
Yet God has given me more ; 
While I have food, others starve, 
And beg from door to door. 


She was constant in attending to the duty of prayer, not 
merely because she had been taught its importance, but from a 
sense of her obligations to God, and satisfaction in his service. 
Her father expressed his fears, at a particular time, that she had 
neglected it. No, said she, Pa, and in a manner that removed all 
doubt, “ f have not.” 

She appeared to havea realizing sense of the uncertainty of life, 
and her conversation on this subject, was often affecting to her 
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friends. Her parents, seeing the state of her mind in this respect, 
and hearing her solemn enquiries and remarks, on the character 
of our Saviour, and the day of judgment, were often surprised ; 
and had fearful apprehensions, that her continuance here would 
be very short. Buta little time previous to her death, she went 
with one of her young companions to the grave-yard, to walk 
among the tombs, and though her prospects of living were then 
as fair as most of her age, her mind was strongly impressed, that 
the time of her departure was at hand,. She said to her com- 

anion, “It is not likely I shall ever come to this place again ull 
po brought,” which proved a reality. “She was soon taken 
sick, the symptoms became alarming, and the most faithful 
means and anxious endeavors of friends, were wholly ineffectual. 
She told her parents she should not recover, and thought it need- 
less to use any means ; discovering at the same time, the most per- 
fect quietness and serenity of mind. Her mother was setting by 
her overcome with grief. “ Why Ma,” she said, with the most 
moving tenderness, “ dont cry so.” “ My dear,” said her mother 
hanging over her, “are you willing to:die 2” “ Yes,” she replied, 
“if Jesus will take me to himself,’—* I love you, [love my Pa, 
but I think I love Jesus Christ more.” Her father desiring to as- 
certain the nature of her feelings, made several particular enqui- 
ries, and asked her, if she felt prepared to goto heaven and dwell 
with her Saviour. She answered, “Yes,” desired him to pray 
with her, and appeared to enjoy the season to an unusual degree. 
Though her distress of body was sometimes extreme, yet her pa- 
tience was remarkable. After she was unable to speak, a heav- 
enly smile lighted up her countenance, and thus she expired with- 
out a struggle or a groan. 

Parents, dry up your tears; or if they must flow, let them be 
tears of joy and gratitude, that you were honored with such a 
child. True, she might have been a comfort to you—she might 
have been useful in the church of Christ ; but remember the ways 
of God are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts.— 
What. glorious purposes will he answer by her removal. Let 
your hearts then say, at is well. | 

And you, dear children, who may read or hear this narrative 
of Frances, is # not as important for you to be good ? You must 
die as well as she; and willit not be a dreadful thing to die with- 
out loving Jesus Christ? O, think how soon you may be carried 
to the grave ; how soon you may be separated from your parents, 
and friends, no more to see them, till-the day of judgment. Will 
you not then be constant in the duty of prayer, and be prepared 
to leave the world when death shall call ? Hear the voice of God 


to you, J love them that love me, and they that seek me early shalt 
Jind me, ; 





























Poetry.—Retrospective Phoughts. 


Poetry. 
RETROSPECTIVE THOUGHTS. 


To childhood’s joys I bid adieu, 
Though still to inemory dear, 

And as past seasons I review, 

' I drop a silent tear. 


A thousand tender, painful thoughts, 
Arise within my breast, 

As fond imagination floats 
O’er pleasures once possest. 


Sweet were the days of infancy, 
And swiftly did they glide, 

Stampt on my mind indelibly, 
Their image must abide. 


O where is now the sprightly band, 
With whom [ oft have stray’d 

Through flowery fields, or hand in hand, 
Sought out the Jeafy shade ? 


Some Jow beneath the valley’s clod — 
Are early laid at rest, 

And some with sad affliction’s load 
Are heavily opprest. 


Whilst I, by an almighty friend, 
In pleasant paths am led, 

And showers of mercy oft descend 
On this unworthy head. 


Jesus! in thee will I confide, 
A worthless worm regard ! 
And let thy gracious Spirit guide 
My progress heavenward. 


THE LAST DAY. 





Tremendous Day! what dread dost thou excite 
In the pretended Atheist’s doubting breast ! 

At thought of thee, the balmy sweets of rest 
Desert him, through the tedious hours of night, 
They leave him writhing under sharp remorse : 


Thy possible approach, that dread surmise 
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THE HUSBANDMAN’S PRAYER.—Psaum cxviii. 25. 


Poetry.—Holy Bible, &c. 


Subverts his hope, Annhilation’s curse 4 

For well he knows that thou great day of doom, 
Must plunge his guilty soul in endless gloom ; 

In deep perdition, never more to rise ! 

While they that tread Religion’s heavenward road, 
Look with the eye of faith beyond the sky, 

And, for the end of all things calmly wait ; 

No vengeful judge, their pardon’d souls forebode ; 
It is their Lord whose coming from on high, 
With exultation they anticipate, 

For, then their spirits and their flesh shall rise, 
Call’d by their Fa truer to their native skies. 


HOLY BIBLE. 


O how sweet’s the heartfelt pleasure 
Thy blest word, my God, inspires ! 

"Tis a rich, exhaustless treasure, 
Found to suit my large desires. 


Here I find, when condemnation 
For my sins against me stood, 

Jesus bought for me salvation, 
Though it cost his precious blood. 


Blessed book! best gift of heaven, 
May I prize it more and more! 

May enlightening grace be given 
When I read its pages o’er ! 


O instructing Holy Spirit, 
(For it is thy sacred part) 
Show its beauty, and transfer it, 
With its blessing to my heart. 





On us, O Lord, let blessings now descend, 

And with thy gentle showers, our crops befriend. 
Brighten our harvest with thy gracious simile, 

Nor let unfrieadly skies our hopes beguile. 

May rich and poor thy bounteous favours share, 
And every heart and tongue thy praise declare, 
The God of Harvest, still in hymns proclaim, 
Whose faithfulness endures, for evermore the same. 
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